MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

This Memorandum of Understanding (herein referred to as the Memorandum) is concluded between:

The International Sports and Culture Association (ISCA)
Tietgensgade 65

1704 Copenhagen V

Denmark

and

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

P. O. Box 30552

Nairobi, Kenya

1. 
Background

1.1 UNEP is the world's leading environmental agency, the environmental conscience of the United Nations system. It was created in 1972 and its mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnerships in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. Among its major goals are; raising environmental awareness and promoting actions at all levels of society worldwide. 

1.2 UNEP has developed an active Sport and Environment Programme since 1994 to promote environmental considerations in sport events worldwide and raise environmental awareness through sports events.  In February 2003, the UNEP Governing Council adopted the Michezo "Sport and the Environment" strategy.  The strategy seeks to promote the linkages between sport and the environment among the public, particularly young people and to promote environmental awareness and actions by the public through sport events.  The Michezo Programme also seeks to develop partnerships with sports organizations, federations and associations to reach out to the public with environmental messages.  UNEP's partnership with the International Sports and Culture Association is quite important in ensuring the implementation of the Michezo strategy. UNEP has also developed a strategy for sport and the environment.  UNEP will need to create partnerships to ensure effective implementation of the strategy.

1.3
 The International Sport and Culture Association (ISCA) is an international association open to youth, sports and culture organisations across the world, primarily NGOs. ISCA was started in 1995, and in 2004 ISCA counts 138 member organisations, with some 22 million individual members from more than 65 countries. 

1.4        The work of ISCA lies within four principal areas: sports and cultural activities, education and training, “Sport and Culture for All” and  lobbying and information – transfer of knowledge. ISCA in co-operation with member organisations conducts activities such as international festivals, tournaments, youth camps, expert seminars and education programmes and engages in international political issues relating to sports. 

2.
Core Values/ Objectives and Visions

2.1
The core objective of UNEP’s sport and environment programme is to promote the integration of environmental considerations in sport; to use the popularity of sports to promote environmental awareness and respect for the environment amongst the public, especially young people, and to promote the development of environmentally friendly sports facilities and manufacturing of environmentally friendly sporting goods.

2.2
ISCA aims to promote understanding between people across borders through sports and cultural activities, developing international exchanges such as conferences, seminars, training courses, sports tournaments and festivals, regardless of grounds of gender, race, religion or political affiliation. ISCA views sport as an integral part of cultural life and therefore a field where cultural identity and international understanding can be developed. Sport is not only seen as competitive and health-related, but also as an important recreational activity, an essential part of education, and a valuable tool in defining cultural identity. Sport regulates social behaviour and creates a feeling of belonging - which in turn leads to a strengthening of democracy. 
3.
An Alliance on sport and the environment

Under the terms of this Memorandum, UNEP and ISCA hereby agreed to: 

3.1 Promote the implementation of the UNEP long-term strategy which was adopted by the UNEP Governing Council in February 2003;

3.2      Develop joint projects to promote environmental activities in global sports events;  

3.3   UNEP and ISCA will collaborate in the organization of the ISCA festivals. ISCA will incorporate an environmental component in the festivals and provide an opportunity for participants to be sensitized on the importance of the environment in sport;

3.4
UNEP and ISCA will collaborate in the organization of the ISCA youth training courses. ISCA will incorporate an environmental component in the training programme to sensitize participants on the importance of the environment in sport;

3.5    
UNEP and ISCA will collaborate in the ISCA study visits. ISCA will incorporate an environmental component in the visits to sensitize participants on the importance of the environment in sport;

3.6   
UNEP and ISCA will collaborate in UNEP’s children and youth conferences. UNEP will incorporate sport and cultural components in the programmes of these international conferences which are held every year. UNEP would consider giving ISCA opportunities to both participate and send participants to these events;

3.7 
UNEP and ISCA would collaborate on the Nature and Sport Camps - a leadership training programme for children from underprivileged communities. The first camp was been established in Kenya in August 2001 by UNEP and the Japan-based Global Sports Alliance. ISCA will work with UNEP and its partners to strengthen the camp in Kenya and establishing camps in other developing countries;

3.8 UNEP and ISCA will share information on their respective sport contacts with the view of improving the networks of each organization; 

3.9 UNEP and ISCA will in connection with their information activities, make their   co-operation known to members, organizations and the public. The organizations will share information of mutual interest, provide materials for magazines and newsletters and establish direct links on their internet home pages;

3.10
UNEP will invite ISCA to play an active role in its Global Forum for Sport and the Environment;

4.  
All correspondence regarding this Memorandum between ISCA and UNEP should be addressed to:

At ISCA


Mr. Anders Bülow



President
International Sport and Culture Association (ISCA)



Tietgensgade 65



1704  Copenhagen V



Denmark



Tel.: +45 33 29 80 26 



Fax: +45 33 29 80 28



E-mail: mc@isca-web.org

www.isca-web.org


    At UNEP

Mr. Eric Falt


The Spokesman/Director


E-mail:eric.falt@unep.org

or


Mr. Theodore Oben


Head



Children & Youth/Sport & the Environment Unit


E-mail: theodore.oben@unep.org
Division of Communications and Public Information


United Nations Environment Programme


P.O Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya


Tel: 254 2 623262


Fax: 254 2 623692
5.
This Memorandum shall take effect upon signature by both parties and will be reviewed every after four years thereafter and automatically renewed if there is on objection from one of the parties.

6.
It is agreed once a year, UNEP and ISCA will meet and discuss progress made on the activities mentioned above. 

7
ISCA shall indemnify, hold and save harmless and defend at its own expense UNEP, its officers, agents and employees from and against all suits, claims, demands and liability of any nature or kind, including costs and expenses, arising out of negligent misconduct of ISCA or its employees in the performance of the terms of this Memorandum.

8.
ISCA shall be considered as having the legal status of an independent contractor. Agents or employees of ISCA shall not be considered in any respect as being officials or staff members of UNEP.

9.
ISCA shall refrain from any action that may adversely affect UNEP or the United Nations and shall fulfill its commitments with fullest regard for the interest of the United Nations.

10.
Any controversy of claim arising out of, or in accordance with this Memorandum or breach thereof, shall, unless it is settled by direct negotiation be settled in accordance with UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules as at present in force. The Parties shall be bound by and arbitration award rendered as a result of such arbitration as the final adjudication of any such controversy or claim.

11.
Nothing in or relating to this Memorandum shall be deemed a waiver of any of the privileges and immunities of the United Nations.

12.
This Memorandum may be terminated by either party before the expiry date of the Memorandum by giving notice in writing to the other party. The period of notice shall be 30 days.

13. 
No change in or modification of this Memorandum shall be made except by prior written agreement between UNEP and ISCA. ISCA shall not assign, transfer, pledge, sub-contract or make other disposition of this Memorandum or any part thereof, or of any of ISCA rights, claims or obligations under this Memorandum except with the prior written consent of UNEP.

Signed on behalf of ISCA




Signed on behalf of UNEP     

Date:  


    
    
         


Date: 
1
1

